
Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year A. 19th February 2023.Be Holy as I am Holy. 

Last Sunday, Jesus urged that our righteousness must go beyond that of the scribes and the 

Pharisees if we must inherit the kingdom of heaven. In today's liturgy, we are called to be holy as 

our Heavenly Father is holy. Does it not sound impossible to be holy like God? In Mathew's gospel 

19:26, Jesus said it's impossible with man but with God all things are possible!  

I would like us to understand the meaning of Holy in Hebrew. The word is Kodesh which has its 

root from Qudash, meaning set apart for a specific purpose or separated from worldliness. The 

word in Greek is Hagios- meaning sacred, pure and worthy. Going back to the original meaning 

in Hebrew separated from worldliness, help us to understand why Saint John wrote they are in the 

world but not of the world. The book of Leviticus states how God wants his chosen people, Israel, 

to walk with him, to separate themselves from the evil ones, and to live a worthy life, as understood 

in the Greek word Hagios. Example: worthy knight, worthy parents, worthy teachers and worthy 

children. It is a title of honor for those who always do what is right as well as being pure and good 

in attitude. It is expected that these personalities bear no hatred for brothers or sisters in heart, take 

no revenge and cherish no grudges against anybody and love neighbor as yourself, and be kind 

and merciful as proclaimed by the psalmist.  

God who is holy, called Israelites to commit themselves to be holy, he would not want them to 

distinguish themselves with him since they were created in his image and likeness. 

In a similar way God is calling us, his church, the body of Christ with Jesus as our head to be holy 

either as qudash or hagios.  

Temple of the Holy Spirit  

The second reading identified us as the temple of the holy spirit. Temple as we know, is a structure, 

it has its etymology from the Greek word naos- meaning “dwelling of a god." Temples can be both 

spiritual and physical. The physical is the reflection of the spiritual. In Ephesians 2:21-22. Paul 

acknowledged the physical temple, when he said; “He is the one who holds the whole building 

together and makes it grow into a sacred temple dedicated to the Lord. In union with him you too 

are being built together with all the others into a place where God lives through his spirit.” 

Therefore, the temple should not be destroyed by any means. Destroying the dwelling place of 

God is an invitation to damnation. In order not to be condemned, we must perfect our behaviors; 

forgive those who wrong us, love even our enemies as mentioned in today's gospel. Beloved in 

Christ every Christian is a living temple of God dwells and takes possession of it. The temple was 

devoted and consecrated to God and set apart from every common to a holy use, to the immediate 

service of God. If we are the temples of God, we must do nothing that shall alienate ourselves from 

him, or corrupt and pollute ourselves. We must be holy in heart and conversation, never allow the 

world to defile us.  

Peace.  

Fr. Jingbe Simon 

 


